DISGRACE  ABOUNDING

utterly preposterous suggestion as coming from England,
who had reason enough to beware of Pan-Germanism in a
push to the south-east of Europe; yet it was known to have
some support in the Cabinet itself and in not unimportant
English newspapers.

'Utterly preposterous3! But if Schuschnigg had assumed the
utterly preposterous to be the truth he would be a free man to-day.
If Benesh had accepted the utterly preposterous as the actual fact
he might to-day be the honoured ally of Hitler, sitting in Prague
instead of Putney.

Was Benesh misinformed about official British foreign policy?
I find that I wrote in January 1937, fourteen months before the
annexation of Austria and .twenty months before the subjugation
of Czechoslovakia, after a talk with him in Prague:

He puts, or claims to put, entire faith in the determination
of France, Yugoslavia, Rumania and Russia (of which
countries only one seems to have even the physical possibility
of rendering quick help, even if the will to help were present)
to come to the aid of Czechoslovakia against an attack and is
confident that England would do the same. This is the point
where he seems to me, and most other people, to be almost
unintelligibly optimistic, but this is his calculation.

But was not Benesh, too, justified in his misjudgment, was he
not persistently misled about the intentions of official British
policy? He would have been wiser, if he wished to know what
British foreign policy would actually do, to read The Times. This
brings me to my second example.

The official British foreign policy in respect of Czechoslovakia
was that the 'integrity and independence' of this state must not
be sacrificed to aggression or the threat of it. When that
memorable Czechoslovak mobilization was carried out, against
this very threat, in May 1938, the British Ambassador in Berlin,
as Prague was officially informed and as official Prague informed
me, was instructed most solemnly ^to tell the German Foreign
Minister that England could not guarantee in all circumstances to
remain neutral in a European conflict arising from the Czecho-
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